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Emma Pearson

“Baby Hooty” in her nest
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__________________________________________________
Message from Mrs Hird
As we reach the end of my first half term at Castleton, I want to start by saying a HUGE thank you to our incredible staff team, who have all been working tirelessly to keep things going during the closures. As I’m sure you can imagine, there is a massive amount of work going on behind the scenes: Mrs Blacklock is making sure payments are processed and all our administrative tasks are completed; Mr Wadley, Mrs Medcalf and Mrs Wilson are providing telephone and video calls and are working at the Airy Hill hub, along with Mrs Barber and Miss Wilson; Mrs Porter and Miss Nolan are ensuring that every child has access to appropriate learning tasks and support; Mr Hallam is making sure our buildings are maintained; Mrs Boyd has been busy planting in the school grounds; and Mrs Dowson and Mrs Hellon are keeping up to date with the children’s progress through Facebook. We will continue to offer our support from afar after the half term – please just let us know if there’s anything we can do to help.
I also want to extend my thanks to you and your children. I am sure there will have been ups and downs for everyone during the last few weeks but, as a staff, we have been so impressed with the efforts you and your children have made during these difficult times. We have loved seeing examples of work but have also been equally happy to hear about your (socially distanced) trips out in the great outdoors, fun in the garden and family time. As we have said all along, there is no pressure to complete the work that we are sending out and there is no ‘right’ way of dealing with the current situation – whatever works for your family is the right way!

Everyone working in schools knows that concentration and engagement can be challenging, particularly towards the end of a half term and I am sure some of you will have noticed that your child’s enthusiasm for learning may have tailed off during the last few days. This is perfectly normal and completely understandable given the current circumstances. We would encourage everyone to spend the next week, as far as possible, resting and recovering. Enjoy going for walks, sharing books, watching films or whatever activities you and your family love.

Have a happy and safe half term.

Mrs Hird 
KS2 

Thank you so much for the hard work you have put in these last few weeks. To parents especially, thank you for getting in touch and raising concerns with Mr Wadley and myself - we don't know what you are going through until you tell us!! 

This week, I would like to give Daniel Thompson the "Star of the Week" for a number of reasons. Firstly, he is completing so much work and sending it over on Class Dojo for us to see. Secondly, he is consistently writing with year 4 grammar and punctuation which is so impressive! Thirdly, I think he has especially loved demonstrating his learning via video for us to see where he speaks clearly, directs the camera-woman well and provides detail over and above what he should. Thank you for making the most of these tasks!! 

I would love it if parents could provide me with feedback about the work we have been setting. Please see my email to you concerning this. 
Half term week is next week and I can tell you that I will be enjoying it not working. I will check my emails once a day just in case but I hope to be sleeping in and knitting my days away! Please enjoy the down time with your children! 

Well done - you have made it as a home-learning teacher for nearly 8 weeks! Be proud of what you have achieved!

Miss Nolan
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This week KS1 have thoroughly enjoyed reading the story ‘Owl Babies’ and as you can see they have produced some fantastic work. I have been so impressed with the range of materials everyone has used to create their own owls and there has been lots of researching happening to create great fact files about owls. As part of our PSHE we have been thinking about how the owlets were feeling at different points during the story and it has been great to see so many children exploring these emotions. I particularly liked the photos of different facial expressions for each emotion! Everyone has a clear understanding of what a nocturnal animal is and could sort animals into different groups based on this knowledge. Great work Class One.
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This week I would like to award ‘Star of the Week’ to Nancy Sayer for her super Maths work. She has worked hard on her multiplications and is getting good at explaining her thinking when she is problem solving. Keep up the great work Nancy, I love seeing all your work and the videos are great!
It has been lovely to speak to everyone this week and catch up. I even got to see some of those lovely smiling faces again! Please do not hesitate to get in touch if we can help with anything and enjoy a well-earned half term next week!
Mrs Porter
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